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1. Introduction 

The Work Package 5 of ETIP-B-SABS 2 describes a series of tasks and activities aimed at disseminating 

and communicating the project results and the activities of the ETIP Bioenergy Platform.  

Under this work package, Task 5.3 – Dissemination Events includes one technical and policy workshop 

to be organised as a side event of the European Biomass Conference and Exhibition (EUBCE), held 

annually in a prominent European city and gathering experts from the academy and market sectors 

dealing with biomass full value chain. This report describes the results of this event, which was held on 

7 July 2020. 

Due to the COVID contingent situation, the EUBCE could not be organised as a physical event in 

Marseille as originally planned. Instead, the conference was organised as a fully virtual event from 6 to 

9 July 2020. Because of this, the ETIP Bioenergy workshop was organised as a virtual side event of the 

conference, with free access for all participants. 
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2. Rationale and Agenda 

The event title was ETIP Bioenergy Working Group Updates and was held on 7 July 2020. 

The idea of focussing the event on the activity of the Working Groups (WGs) was discussed and agreed 

by the Consortium with the following considerations:  

- Since 2019 the Platform has seen an increased activity of the WGs, with some reports published 

and several initiatives still in progress. Since the organization of the 9th Stakeholder Plenary 

Meeting in November 2019, the Consortium has been actively supporting the activity of the 

WGs, providing them with opportunities for visibility and interaction with the stakeholders. 

- During the last six months the WGs have organised a series of virtual meetings, some of them 

as public events and others restricted to WG members. In both cases, these webinars resulted 

in the exchange of relevant and up-to-date information on aspects related to conversion 

technologies, end use, market and sustainability of advanced biofuels. The Consortium 

considered as a positive continuation to complement these virtual meetings of the single WGs 

with a fully public event where all the main updates and the latest activities of the WGs were 

presented.  

- The common view of the ETIP Bioenergy platform was extensively presented at EUBCE 2020 

on the morning of the 7 July, with a keynote speech given by the Chair Patrik Klintbom titled 

The Role of ETIP Bioenergy in Promoting Advanced Bioenergy Research, Innovation and 

Market Deployment in the EU. Therefore, the subsequent workshop focusing on some more 

specific aspects of bioenergy and advanced biofuels and on the activity of the WGs, 

complemented well this keynote and provided a more comprehensive visibility of the Platform. 

Based on these considerations, the virtual event was organised with two main goals: informing about 

the activities of the WGs and the raising interest of the participant to join the Platform as active members 

of the WGs.  

The agenda of the event included a series of short oral presentations followed by a question and 

answers session as shown below. 
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Figure 1: Agenda ETIP Bioenergy Working Group Updates at the e-EUBCE 2020. 

 

The event was promoted for three weeks through the official EUBCE channels and through the social 

media channels of ETIP Bioenergy (Figure 1).  

 

3. Main highlights and results 

The session was moderated by Birger Kerckow (FNR) and Maurizio Cocchi (ETA Florence).  

Patrik Klintbom (RISE Sweden) gave the first presentation setting the context about the EU Green Deal 

and SET Plan Updates for Cost-Competitive and Efficient Renewable Fuels and Bioenergy.  

He reminded that renewable transport fuels including biofuels are key measures to decarbonise the 

transport sector which can deliver immediate effects in the existing transport fleets. The EU Green Deal 

holds great promise and bioenergy should play a role in this. He announced the launch of SET4BIO, a 

project to support the implementation of SET Plan action 8, which will also organize a series of 

innovation challenges later in 2020 and in 2021 (Figure 2). 
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Dina Bacovsky, BEST Austria and chair of Working Group 2, presented the finding of a recent report on 

the Status of Advanced Biofuels Demonstrations in Europe. 

Figure 2: SET4BIO Innovation Challenge. 

Figure 3: European production capacity of advanced biofuels. 
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Altogether the operational plants currently have a capacity of 358,828 t of advanced biofuels per year, 

another 151,900 t/y are currently under construction and plans for additional 1,742,760 t/y have been 

announced (Figure 3). The integration of advanced biofuels production in existing industrial facilities 

such as oil refineries or pulp mills is becoming increasingly attractive. Pyrolysis oil and alcohols from 

cellulosic sugars represent most of the current production capacity (74,000 and 49,420 t/y respectively).  

A variety of projects based on biomass gasification were announced which could lead to additional 

685,760 t/y of installed capacity. Plans to produce alcohols from cellulosic sugars (380,000 t/y) and 

500,000 t/y of tall oil diesel were also announced.  

Philippe Marchand, Chair of Working Group 3 – Distribution and End Use, introduced the key drivers 

behind the activity of the WG. The reduction of carbon footprint in transports relies on two distinct and 

complementary types of regulations: for vehicles, tank-to-wheel regulations mostly aim at improving 

equipment energy efficiency; for fuels, well-to-tank regulations aiming at reducing the fossil carbon 

content of energy carriers. The objective of WG3 is to identify R&I areas in bioenergy maximizing the 

synergies between solutions that address both separate regulation objectives, towards a true « well-to-

wheel » approach. The position paper to be released later in 2020 will identify the key R&I priorities and 

challenges to meet this goal. 

For road transport, the priorities are to go beyond E10 and B7 by developing drop-in biomolecules, 

maximizing ethanol and FAME incorporation in the existing engines with minimum consequences on 

equipment and logistics, increasing the incorporation of renewable pure hydrocarbons either through 

processes (co-processing, bio-naphtha) or truly drop-in molecules and other oxygenated bio-molecules.  

For air transport, the challenge is to focus R&I priorities on the scale up of the already certified 

Sustainable Aviation Fuel pathways to commercial production, while developing new pathways.  

For shipping, the priority is to ensure biofuels remain a readily available and practical renewable solution 

for the marine sector.  

Uwe Fritsche, WG4 Policy and Sustainability, introduced the theme of the sustainable finance taxonomy 

and the involvement of WG4 in the institutional discussion.  

The initiative spurs from the EC Action Plan on Sustainable Finance, which proposes a unified EU 

classification system – the Taxonomy, as a framework to facilitate sustainable investments, which will 

become mandatory from 2023.  

The Taxonomy Regulation sets out three groups of taxonomy users: financial market participants, large 

companies required to provide non-financial statements, the EU and the Member States when setting 

standards for green procurement and labelling.  

For bioenergy, the sectors, which could be more impacted by the effects of the regulation, are energy 

companies, public finance and green bonds. The Technical Expert Group on Sustainable Finance has 

released a series of recommendations including Taxonomy screening criteria for the objectives of 

climate change mitigation and adaptation, and these include explicitly criteria for reforestation, forest 

management, growing perennial and annual biomass crops, as well as the conversion of biomass into 

electricity, heat and fuels. 
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Calliope Panoutsou, Imperial College London, Chair of Working Group 1 on biomass resources 

presented the work outline of the WG for 2020 and 2021: Mapping good practices that can broaden 

sustainable biomass supply and creating a focus group to co-design recommendations for combining 

Figure 5: Opportunities for broadening the feedstock base: farming practices. 

Figure 4: Opportunities for broadening the feedstock base: forest practices. 
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good agricultural practices with the sustainable production of biomass from forestry and agriculture 

(Figures 4 & 5). 

During the question and answers session, all the speakers were addressed with a question regarding 

the benefits and the importance of being active members of the Platform from their experience. A 

summary of their main statements is reported below. 

P. Marchand: Providing good and non-controversial information is important to correct the 

misinformation that is still circulating regarding biofuels. In order to do this, we need good science, and 

in this regard, the role of ETIP Bioenergy is to help the Commission (DG RTD) to call for this good 

science to be developed and communicated, to overcome the misconceptions that prevent bioenergy 

from playing its role in the decarbonization of our economy and society. 

C. Panoutsou: ETIP Bioenergy is an excellent forum where you can bring in new evidence from research 

and policy discussions with a long-term and collaborative spirit. The platform initiates and facilitates 

messages and different views, stimulating interesting discussions. It is a good opportunity for all of us 

both to learn and to present our views. 

Dina Bacovsky: -An important benefit of being an active member of the Platform is to be directly in touch 

with technology providers and discuss new developments with them. Other benefits are to be regularly 

informed, to have the possibility of providing inputs to the European Commission to shape the R&D 

needs of the bioenergy sector and to be visible among the others. 

Uwe Fritsche pointed out that , representatives from the civil society should be invited to discuss with 

the scientific community about the sustainability aspects addressed by the platform. 

The workshop totalled 47 attendees from 24 different countries, mainly from Europe (Germany, France, 

Sweden, Finland, Italy) but also from non-European countries (Mexico, Mauritius, United States). The 

affiliation of the participants was more or less evenly spread among research organizations, industries, 

consulting firms and independent participants.  

The presentations and the recordings are publicly available via the following link: 

https://etipbioenergy.eu/workshop-etip-bioenergy-working-groups-updates-presentations-and-

recording-available 

https://etipbioenergy.eu/workshop-etip-bioenergy-working-groups-updates-presentations-and-recording-available
https://etipbioenergy.eu/workshop-etip-bioenergy-working-groups-updates-presentations-and-recording-available

